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About the studies:

The experimental art studies are divided in Bachelor and Master. Bachelor studies are situated in the living
campus and Master studies are situated in the centre. Either study you choose, you will be living in the main
campus, so if you choose the Master studies you will need to do the trip to the centre. Hierarchies are very
present in these studies, from teachers to students, from Master to Bachelor, and from one higher grade to a
lower grade. Moreover, nowadays is more focused on design, so conferences and excursions will be more
related to this topic. On the other hand, every semester is divided in 3 or 4 classes that last around one month
each. You cannot really choose the classes once you are positioned on a grade, so choose wisely if you can.
You cannot also choose other degrees’ classes; apart from the last optative class at the end of the semester. If
you insist, you can try at least both classes at Master and Bachelor levels. | attended both and in my experience
the Master classes are more inclined to what we are used to in our University, but it is true, that the Bachelor
classes are livelier and students work more together.

In general, the studies are mainly theoretical, so if you don’t know Chinese you might have difficulties to follow.
With luck, teachers and students might help, but you need to be active on this matter. If you ask several times,
you can find a space to work in one of the classes you have been assigned to. At the time of writing, the
resources of the Experimental Art Department are very limited in case of studios, having just a photography
studio. News are that they will be getting their own building in the near future, so that might improve the current
situation.

In my personal experience, even with encountering difficulties with lack of information and complications for
accessing the studio and equipment, it was a positive one. We had interesting and active teachers, fieldwork,
interesting projects and very helpful and nice classmates. We did excursions to neighbouring cities to
exhibitions and museums and it was very easy to meet the scholars giving the conferences on campus. Overall,
it was a great personal experience because everything around was an endless fountain of inspiration if you took
the chance to enjoy it.



About living on campus:

- Registration: A very nice detail by the University is that they arrange a pick up for you. After the long journey,
the fact that a student assistant was waiting for you was amazing, especially if you arrive late and you don’t
know Chinese, as the airport might be confusing. The assistants of the International Office will bring you to your
room and tell you all the steps you might follow in the next days. The student assistants are always there to
help, they are very nice and you shouldn’t doubt on asking them if needed.

- Room: You will live in building 5, that is the one for international students. That doesn't mean it is just for
international students, you will live with local students and teachers. The rooms are in poor conditions and
maintenance, so be prepared for a deep cleaning on your arrival. Most of the students encountered broken
windows, doors, beds, fans,... Of course, you can always complain to get things repaired, but expect to wait.
Indeed, you will be given new bed sheets and a pillow and you will have to pay your room within the first
month. Air conditioning just work during students rest time and hot water at night, and maybe during one hour
during the early morning.

-Food:You can get food easily in the canteen at the school, which works during Chinese eating times. You
have a lot of options; it is cheap and tastes passable. In case you miss the eating times, you can get delivered
if you manage to go through all the bank and phone process with your phone. Also, at night there is a small
food market and there is a village nearby where you can get food 24/7. There is also a kitchen in the dorm, that
is normally dirty.

-Internet, phone and payments:The student assistants will guide you through all this process. Have patience,
because this can last up to a month, so expect to not have Internet for a while. There is the possibility that you
have problems with your connection, especially if you are Mac users, so a tip if you are not going to download
or do streaming everyday is that you just get a SIM card for your phone and use it as a hot spot. They will tell
you that you need to do the contract with the company that runs on campus, what is not necessary: other
companies work better and are cheaper. If you are just staying one semester, this is the most comfortable, fast
and cheap way, because anyway, you will just be able to surf comfortably the Internet if you have a VPN. On
the case of electricity, hot water and food, you will have a different card for each, which you will need to
recharge in the corresponding place. Just at the end of your stay, you pay for water. You can simplify some
payments by doing it with your phone, as cash is in disuse.

-Life on campus:Life in GAFA might look difficult at the beginning, but you need to give yourself time to adapt
and let others open to you. Be open-minded, have patience and be empathetic. People around are very nice,
but they can be shy. Also, if you don’t speak any Chinese, learn some words and you will have extra fun. What
is true is that English is totally needed, because hand and body language is limited and can be misunderstood.
Be ready that a lot of the communication will happen virtually (phone). Besides, you will be living in one of the
many islands in Guangzhou. This one concretely is called Higher School Mega Centre, because it is just full of
Universities. Even if GAFA is one of the smallest campuses on the island, it is a very big campus for our size
standards. There are basketball, badminton and tennis courts, and two swimming pools. For using some of
these places, you will need to research yourself and ask around. Likewise, there are a lot of clubs, for joining
some of them, you will need to do an interview, but the students will be very pleased on the fact that you want
to join their club. If you want to have a local experience, you should try to join some of the clubs, it will be
definitely interesting and you will meet a lot of students. Furthermore, almost every week there are events that
you can look around. Sometimes there might be conferences in English but you will need to be active for
getting informed. Around, there are other universities and small villages with more restaurants, little shops and
karaokes. Finally, take on account that the centre is around one hour or more by taking buses and different
metros but let yourself get lost, because Guangzhou is geographically and historically a very interesting city to
discover.

Die Ubermittlung des Berichtes an das Buiro fiir Auslandsstudien gilt gleichzeitig als Bestatigung dafiir, dass der/die
Berichtslegerin mit der eventuellen Verdéffentlichung auf der website der KUNI einverstanden ist.
Sollte der/die Verfasserln damit nicht einverstanden sein, ist dies ausdriicklich im Bericht fest zu halten.
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