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UFG Report,
Auslandsmobilität / Mobility Abroad

Erasmus+ Auslandsstudium
Erasmus+ Study mobility

UFG-Mobilitätsstipendium 
Ersamus-Mobility Grant

Studienrichtung an der UFG 
Study program at the UFG

Gastland / Stadt
Host country / city

Aufenthaltssemester
Semester of the mobility

Erasmus+ Auslandspraktikum
Erasmus+ Traineeship mobility

UFG-Auslandsstipendium
UFG-Abroad Grant

Aufnahmeeinrichtung (falls eine Gastinstitution besucht wurde)
host institution (if applicable)

Nur bei Auslandsstudien: Studienrichtung an der Gastinstitution 
Study mobilities only: Study program at the host institution
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Anreise ins Gastland (Empfehlungen, Schwierigkeiten)
Travelling to the host country (recommendations, difficulties)

Leben im Gastland (Kultur, Unterkunft, Öffentlicher Transport, Essen, Lebenskosten)
Life in the host country (culture, accommodation, public transport, food, costs of living)
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Bei Auslandsstudien: Reflektion über das Studium
(Lehrveranstaltungen, Sprache, Lehrende, Studierende, Auslandsbüro an der Gastuniversität)
Bei Auslandspraktika: Reflektion über das Praktikum 
(Art des Unternehmens, Arbeitsaufgaben, Betreuung)

Study Mobilities: reflection on the study program 
(courses, language, teachers, students, International Office at the host university)
Traineeship Mobilities: Reflection on the internship program 
(Type of enterprise, work tasks, support)

Die Übermittlung des UFG-Reports an das International Office gilt gleichzeitig 
als Bestätigung dafür, dass der/die BerichtslegerIn mit der eventuellen 

Veröffentlichung auf der Website der Kunstuniversität einverstanden ist. 
Sollte die Verfasserin/der Verfasser damit nicht einverstanden sein,  

ist dies ausdrücklich im UFG-Report festzuhalten.

The submission of the UFG report to the International Office is at the same time  
confirmation that the author of the report agrees to its possible publication on  
the website of the University of Art and Design. If the author does not agree,  

this must be explicitly stated in the UFG report.
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	Text1: Interface Cultures, Mastersstudium
	Text2: Digital Nature Group, Department of Informatics, School of Library Science, Tsukuba University, Japan
	Text3: 
	Text4: Japan / Tsukuba
	Text5: Summer 2022
	Text6: Life in the Tsukuba dorms was unfortunately quite isolating as nearly no one else lived in the same facilities due to corona pandemic.
The culture I found to be very welcoming, if somewhat difficult to join in with initially. This is again because of a lack of student information being passed along due to the depleted student population due to corona.
The food is amazing, generally cheap, and quite accessible (with some language complications) many restaraunts one can either just select the food at a machine and hand the ticket, or point at menu items when imagery is present. 
Costs where not bad in general, but regular transit to Tokyo for cultural institutions and meetings with other artists / researchers as part of my research became somewhat burdensome. Generally I think the costs for daily living were quite fine and would likely have been less as I gained experience in the culture.
	Text7: Difficulties on departure due to reschedulings and lack of clarity regarding the corona pandemic, whether travel would be possible, and what entry regulations and affiliated costs would be present upon arrival. 
Further travel costs associated with rebooking both entry and exit flights to offset study by one month as only known shortly before actual departure doubled the flight costs from their original amounts.
	Text8: The program was quite fascinating. The lab that Ochiai-Sensei runs has several fascinating components, from 3d haptic systems to levitating volumetrics, to holographics. Yoichi Ochiai himself is very willing to give feedback and suggestions, many of which were instrumental in the production of the masters work I was developing in his laboratory. My fellow students were also incredibly kind and helpful, although there was frequently a language gap between my incredibly limited Japanese skills and their range of English skills. Usually, we’d find a way to communicate. The international office provided a great deal of material regarding university life and procedure and further provide a “tutor” system in the form of a student from the lab who is tasked with helping exchanges navigate the new environment and find their way with the basics of Japanese life and this was additionally helpful. Outside of the lab, my only issues with the University were as mentioned before regarding the dorms, but this is primarily resulting from being among the first allowed to visit Japan since the start of the pandemic and a general lack of student body resulting. I would not expect that to be an issue for further exchanges.


